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a scene of the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct that ever was known
in any age or country. We have been uniform in our sentiments and orders on
this subject from the first knowledge we had of it and your Lordship will not
therefore wonder that after the fatal experience we have had of the violent
abuses committed in this trade that we could not be brought to approve it
even in the limited and regulated manner with which it comes to us in the
plan laid down in the Committee's proceedings. We agree in opinion with your
Lordship on the propriety of holding out such advantages to our chief
servants, civil and military, as may open to them the means of honorably
acquiring a competancy in our service but the difficulty of the subject and the
short time we have at present to consider of it have obliged us to defer giving
our sentiments and directions thereupon until the next dispatch.
7.    For the same reasons your Lordship will observe by our letter to the
Select Committee that we are under the necessity of postponing the considera-
tion of the present intended for General Carnac1 by the King but by the next
dispatch your Lordship may be assured, we shall have a due regard therein
to your Lordship's recommendations and his particular merit.
8.    As the inland trade has been abolished principally with a view to the
encouragement of the natives, we hope your Lordship will find the means to
prevent its becoming a monopoly in any hands but more particularly in the
hands of any powerful native from whom the poor might suffer those very
inconveniences for the prevention of which we have forbid our servants to trade
in it and have relinquished those advantages that we ourselves might make by
such a monopoly.
9.    We have had too much occasion to remark the tyrannic and oppressive
conduct of all European agents who have got away from under the eye of the
Presidency and we wish your Lordship would make it an object of your
consideration how to confine the said Europeans as much as possible to the
Presidency and to those subordinates where the largeness of the investment may
require it to be conducted by covenant servants preferable to gomastahs.
10. We have not at present time to enter into the thorough examination
of what your Lordship proposes respecting the establishing of rank and
precedence between our civil and military servants. In our letter of the 24th
December, we determined that the President and Council might delegate their
authority to any civil servant they pleased, and every military officer be his
rank what it might, should pay the same obedience to the orders of such civil
servant as to those of the President and Council. It is not meant, however,
that such civil servant is to controul the military officer in the execution of
military operations which is his proper department.
11. We have the most perfect sense of your Lordship's disinterestedness
in every part of your conduct and we shall not fail to represent this to the
proprietors and shall at the same time inform them of the many great
advantages your Lordship has obtained for this Company but we fear my Lord,
past experience will teach them as it does us that the permancy [sic] of those
advantages will depend much on your Lordships continuing in India till you
have seen the regulations firmly established for the conducting these important
affairs, another year's experience and peaceable enjoyment of our acquisitions
might fix them on a basis that would give hopes they may be as lasting as